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Test-Site - 5th IABR: MAKING CITYRiverClub Gallery - test-site 5th IABR: Making City

As part of the 5th International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam: MAKING CITY a special test-site was initiated. This test-site, curated by 
the architectural office ZUS, should put theory to pratice; MAKING CITY!
For this a certain area was chosen next to the central station of Rotterdam, and current under development.

To exhibit the traveling exhibition MAKING DOUALA within the program of the 5th IABR: MAKING CITY, 
a temporary gallery was erected within the test-site, The RiverCLub Gallery.
This former Turkish restaurant and bar, named the RiverClub, was transformed to a gallery by constructing a new shell within it’s spatial 
contours.

Creating this space, eventually hosting 3 different exhibitions over a period of 4 month, felt close to the ambitions and intentions of the 
triennial Salon Urbain de Douala, represented in the traveling exhibition MAKING DOUALA.

Het internationale Curator Team werkt sinds 2009 samen met lokale partijen in Rotterdam, São Paulo en Istanbul aan actuele stedelijke opgaven. 
Open en nieuwe allianties tussen stedenbouwers, wetenschappers, bedrijven, ontwikkelaars en lokale besturen vormen de drijvende kracht achter 
deze Test Sites. Tijdens de 5e IABR: Making City worden ze gepresenteerd aan publiek. Het doel is om na afloop van de 5e editie de concrete oploss-
ingen daadwerkelijk te realiseren.

De opgave in Rotterdam Central District
In Rotterdam staat net als in de rest van Nederland een groot aantal vierkante meters kantoorruimte leeg. Maar in tegenstelling tot in andere steden 
bevindt deze leegstand zich vooral in het centrum van de stad. In het gebied tussen Centraal Station, Weena en Pompenburg, oftewel Rotterdam 
Central District, bevindt zich 100.000 m2 ongebruikte ruimte. Dat is de oppervlakte van zo’n 1200 woningen. De leegstand leidt tot minder leven-
digheid, minder winkels, minder mensen, minder sfeer, minder lokale economie, minder ontmoetingen: kortom alles wat een stad maakt. Tegelijker-
tijd is er in de stad dringende behoefte aan kleinere woon- en werkeenheden en verdichting van het programma. De uitdaging is om dit stadsdeel 
zodanig te transformeren dat het weer een levendig onderdeel van de stad wordt.

Test Site RotterdamTest Site Rotterdam is een project van de IABR en het architectenbureau ZUS. Het is gericht op Rotterdam Central District. De 
levendigheid moet weer terugkeren in dit stadsdeel. In de huidige markteconomie is het onduidelijk wanneer dit zal gebeuren. Op Test Site Rotterdam 
wordt geëxperimenteerd met strategieën om het hart van de stad te ontwikkelen via alternatieve vormen van financiering, planningsprocessen en 
ontwerpinstrumenten. Projecten zijn onder andere de Daktuinen, Park Pompenburg en de Luchtsingel, een crowdfunded voetgangersverbinding van 
CS naar de Hofbogen. Test Site Rotterdam loopt tot en met 2014 en is één van de platforms waarop de 6e IABR wordt ontwikkeld.

bron: website IABR
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RiverClub Gallery - MAKING DOUALA
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RiverClub Gallery - MAKING DOUALA
Taveling Exhibition Triennial SUD: 
addressing public space in the city of Douala Cameroon



MAKING DOUALA: invitation card

Traveling Exhibition Triennial 
SUD: addressing public space 
in the city of Douala Cameroon

Through art, the triennial for public art 
Salon Urbain de Douala creates a sense of 
citizenship in the city of Douala, Cameroon. 
Contemporary art inscribed into public 
space effects the daily life of the citizens 
as well as the perception of the city. The 
artworks established by doual’art in the 
city of Douala over the last 20 years 
helped building this sense of citizenship 
and is actually making the city. 

Making Douala 2007-2013 shows how 
this was, still is and will continue to be 
done. It shows a variety of stories, films, 
and images of the city and the artworks 
that together show the making of a city 
through the realization of public art, the 
creation of awareness, and by addressing 
public space in the city of Douala.

Making Douala 2007-2013 is produced by doual’art and ICU art projects with 
Lucas Grandin 

The Travelling Exhibition is made possible with the support of the Mondriaan foundation/Arts 
Collaboratory, IABR - International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam, CBK - Center for Visual Arts 
Rotterdam, OONA graphic design office, foundation Stedelinks010, Jaap Verheul, LSI project 
investement NV, and the participating artists, designers and architects

MAKING DOUALA: exhibition statement



MAKING DOUALA: exhibition RiverClub GalleryMAKING DOUALA: exhibition RiverClub Gallery



XXXXXXXXXX MAKING DOUALA: exhibition plan RiverClub GalleryMAKING DOUALA: exhibition plan RiverClub Gallery



MAKING DOUALA: opening RiverClub GalleryMAKING DOUALA: opening RiverClub Gallery



MAKING DOUALA: exhibition RiverClub GalleryMAKING DOUALA: exhibition RiverClub Gallery



MAKING DOUALA: projects
publication MAKING DOUALA 2007-2013
96 pages/English-Francais
special artists’ edition; with hand-printed A1 posters
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MAKING DOUALA: all projects
Project posters SUD 2007-2013
photos by Sandrine Dole, Ecki Güther, Lard Buurman, Ties Ten Bosch, Elvira Dyangani Ose, Marilyn Douala-Bell, Christian Hanussek, Lucie Grisey, 
Lucas Grandin, Xandra Nibbeling,Kamiel Verschuren and the participants to the SUD 
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SUD2010 Salon Urbain de Douala 
2e Triennale d’art public de Douala Cameroun, Décembre 2010/
2nd Triennial for public art Douala Cameroon, December 2010

production doual’art & ICU art projects©2010
www.doualart.org

SUD2010 a été rendue possible avec le soutien de/was made possible with the support of:
 
Arts Collaboratory/Mondriaan Foundation, Goethe-Institut Kamerun/Yaoundé, Foundation Prins Claus, Fund BKVB Amsterdam, AECID Madrid, Lettera 27/Mobile 
A2K, Programme EU-ACP culture, Ambassade de France (France Embassy)/Yaoundé, Eed Bonn, Foundation for Arts Initiatives New York,  
Les Brasseries du Cameroun Douala, Le Méredien Douala SGBC Douala et/and La Communauté Urbaine de Douala

Corps d’eau
à Cite Sic, Douala 

 Aser Kash
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Diving in Deep
à Ndogpassi, Douala 

 Ties ten Bosch
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Oasis
à New-Bell, Douala 

 Tracy Rose
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Théâtre Source
à Bonanjo, Douala 

 Philipe Aquirre
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Inspiration - Conversations
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 Kader Attia
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United Sources of Douala
Wouri Bridge/pont sur le Wouri, Douala 

 Bili Bidjocka
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Parcours Liquide
à L’Espace doual’art, Douala 

Christina Kubish
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A Well
à New-Bell, Douala 

 Loris Cecchini
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Colonne Pascale
à New-Bell, Douala 

Pascale Martine Tayou 
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Cyclifier
à L’Espace doual’art, Douala 

 2012Architects
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Urban Metabolism
à Douala 
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Black Bodies Swinging
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Les Néons d’Amour 
à New-Bell, Douala 

Hervé Yaumgen
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La Pirogue Céleste
à Bonadouma II, Douala 

 Hervé Youmbi
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Face à l’eau
à Bonamouti, Douala 

 Salifou Lindou
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Le Jardin Sonore
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New Walk Ways - New-Bell
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 Kamiel verschuren
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MAKING DOUALA: projects
Lucas Grandin_Le Jardin Sonore

Traveling Sound Garden
The project “Jardin sonore ambulant” is a prolongation of the first Douala 
sound garden, created in Bonamouti, for SUD 2010 Douala Cameroon. This 
is an elevated garden growing at the sound of the water... 
Different kinds of sound are directly conducted by the plants 
partition need of water. The water is collected by rainfall, stocked in barrels 
and offered to the vertical garden trough transparent tubes using a hy-
drophonic dripping system. Drops of water drip into cans of different sizes, 
creating notes, producing foods. The “Jardin sonore ambulant” introduces 
movement to the garden using an instrument of consumption: the Caddy. 
The caddy container opens a new way to think a garden, a new way to 
reconsider consumption within the city.

Sound Gardens/Jardins Sonore
The video and the pannels show the developent and explain the proces 
realted to the different Jardins Sonores, created in Douala, Rotterdam and 
Sao Tomé. In February 2010 Lucas Grandin started working at his Jardin 
Sonore in Bonamouti Douala, both a panoramic viewpoint and a dewdrop 
percussion organ. His work aroused the passionate interest of the inhabit-
ants of the district, creating a place for socializing and contemplation and 
covering the urban cacophony inside its water walls. The plants are watered 
drop by drop according to the needs of the suspended garden, which in-
vites the public to contemplate the river Wouri from each of its three levels. 

Sound Garden (wall-drawing)
BOLÀ MBÀ MADIBÀ



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Bili Bidjocka_United Sources of Douala

For SUD 2010 flags were placed on the Wouri bridge representing all the natural water sources in the city of Douala.   

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Philip Aguirre_Source

Following his residence in Douala in January 2010, Philip Aguirre decided to carry out Source, a work that reinforces the qualities of an amphitheater at the site of a 
natural spring in Ndogpassi 3, in Douala. The work is still in progress as its funding is not yet completed.



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Mo(nu)ments_public art in the city of Douala/
postcard series Kamiel Verschuren&Mauro Lugaresi

The large sculpture of Joseph-Francis Sumegne, La Nouvelle Liberté, was realized in 2007. By now many people in the city of Douala recognize the sculpture as a 
strong landmark and are able to represent its visual apperance making a true and embrassed monument.

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Mo(nu)ments_public art in the city of Douala/
postcard series Kamiel Verschuren&Mauro Lugaresi
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Lard Buurman_African City Project

Buurman focuses on the relation between people and public space. In a series of photos made in cities all over the world, Buurman uses both the static atmosphere 
of architecture photography, and the dynamics of documentary photography. By reconstructing the image from dozens of different instantaneous exposures from the 
same perspective, he offers us a new view on the daily aspect.



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Younès Rahmoun_Ghorfa #7

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Younès Rahmoun_Ghorfa #7

Younès Rahmoun chose the mangrove as a hosted site of his entitled project Ghorfa #7. “Ghorfa” is a replica of a room under the stairs, which he occupied in the 
family house in Tétouan (Morocco) and represent (his) a space for artistic thoughts and personal development. as an artist. With this installation, the artist invites us 
to experience what symbolizes or embodies a space of work and meditation. This space of meditation takes all its sense in an environment so fragile as the mangrove 
and at the same time states the mangrove as a public space. 

(video representation by ICU art projects and Lucas Grandin)



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Hervé Yamguen_Les mots écrits de New Bell

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Aliette Cosset/Isabel Forner_Comme deux gouttes 
d’eau (As Two Drops of Water)
he original project was a large video projection on a water screen in which the ‘floating’ images of a video creation unfold with fantastic, dreamlike shades. 
The public projection took place on the riverbanks of the Wouri at Base 11.  The artists insist on the non-documentary nature of their approach: their objective is to 
feed the city dwellers’ imaginative world with their film projection. 

Hervé Yamguen invited young rappers of his neighborhood, New Bell Ngangue, to write texts on the relationships of their neighborhood with water. 
The artist then selected some fragments of these texts to register them in paintings, bas-reliefs, mosaics, neons etc… placed permanently on selected facades in the 
neighborhood. A concert of rap and a CD were produced for this occasion.

(video representation by ICU art projects and Lucas Grandin)



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Kamiel Verschuren_Responsibility, the ability to 
respond

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Kamiel Verschuren_Responsibility, the ability to 
respond
In a series of projects Verschuren investigates the public space in cities and how the society functions. The ‘gaps’ in the roads of Douala represent the current state of 
society in Douala, a standstill in which both government and people are in a mutual distrust of look and stare, and do not react on the obvious problem of fixing ‘the 
hole’. By marking the ‘gaps’ this standstill is visualized and made present.

In a series of projects Verschuren investigates the public space in cities and how the society functions. In the city center Verschuren repainted several abandoned 
advertising boards and used them to place his statements; “we do not swallow the honey, we chew the bees”.

Responsabilité, L’habilité a répondre 
à Bonanjo, Douala 

Kamiel Verschuren
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Ato Malinda_Mammy Wata

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Pascale Marthine Tayou_Colonne Pascale

La Colonne Pascale consisted of pots in emaille, which were used in the past by the housewives to protect the food and the drink. La Colonne Pascale is a simple 
and uncluttered dynamic line rising in the sky, located in the heart of a roundabout in the extremely lively quarter New Bell. His work, often characterized by an ac-
cumulation of objects or motives, sends back to the very dense and multi-form context of Cameroon and calls us on the complexity of the being, its multipolarity and 
its fragility. His work has something of a personal diary.

(video representation by ICU art projects and Lucas Grandin)

Ato Malinda’s project invites us to revisit the myth of Mamy Wata, the aquatic deity said to be found in all coastal areas of the world. A performance on the Wouri 
River during her residence in Douala resulted in a video that examines the persistence of this myth and its representation. The video film had a public screening and 
was projected on the facade of a school in New Bell.

SUD2010 Salon Urbain de Douala 
2e Triennale d’art public de Douala Cameroun, Décembre 2010/
2nd Triennial for public art Douala Cameroon, December 2010

production doual’art & ICU art projects©2010
www.doualart.org

SUD2010 a été rendue possible avec le soutien de/was made possible with the support of:
 
Arts Collaboratory/Mondriaan Foundation, Goethe-Institut Kamerun/Yaoundé, Foundation Prins Claus, Fund BKVB Amsterdam, AECID Madrid, Lettera 27/Mobile 
A2K, Programme EU-ACP culture, Ambassade de France (France Embassy)/Yaoundé, Eed Bonn, Foundation for Arts Initiatives New York,  
Les Brasseries du Cameroun Douala, Le Méredien Douala SGBC Douala et/and La Communauté Urbaine de Douala

On Fait Ensemble
à New-Bell, Douala 

 Ato Malinda

SUD2010 Salon Urbain de Douala 
2e Triennale d’art public de Douala Cameroun, Décembre 2010/
2nd Triennial for public art Douala Cameroon, December 2010

production doual’art & ICU art projects©2010
www.doualart.org

SUD2010 a été rendue possible avec le soutien de/was made possible with the support of:
 
Arts Collaboratory/Mondriaan Foundation, Goethe-Institut Kamerun/Yaoundé, Foundation Prins Claus, Fund BKVB Amsterdam, AECID Madrid, Lettera 27/Mobile 
A2K, Programme EU-ACP culture, Ambassade de France (France Embassy)/Yaoundé, Eed Bonn, Foundation for Arts Initiatives New York,  
Les Brasseries du Cameroun Douala, Le Méredien Douala SGBC Douala et/and La Communauté Urbaine de Douala

Colonne Pascale
à New-Bell, Douala 

Pascale Martine Tayou 
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Kamiel Verschuren_New Walk Ways - New Bell

With the project New Walk Ways New Bell, Kamiel Verschuren covered approximately 2 kilometers, open-air gutters of the neighborhood New Bell Ngangue. 
This covering of gutter was realized with long wooden boards on which the artist wrote texts and words bound to water, which were drilled, so allowing the water to 
infiltrate while avoiding in the solid garbage to penetrate there. New Walk Ways New Bell was realized in association with the local residents. According to the artist, 
“the project opens for the inhabitants the possibility of mastering and of improving their city dwellers’ conditions and invites them to lead spontaneous collective 
activities as functional as meaningful and beautiful”.



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Ties Ten Bosch_Diving in Deep

As part of his project Le Plongeoir, in which he investigated and visualized the quality of water in the village of Ndogpassi, both from the river and the source, Ten 
Bosch realized a series of special water bottles containing the water from Ndogpassi to be sold for fund raising.

MAKING DOUALA: projects
Ties Ten Bosch_Diving in Deep

After his first residence to Douala in June, 2010, Ties Ten Bosch decided to settle down as a resident for 2 months (in October-December, 2010) in Ndogpassi 3, to 
lead the project Diving in Deep, a series of artistic interventions and to create a laboratory opened for the inhabitants to exchange ideas and thoughts with them on 
the realities of the neighborhood. His project turns around a creative process, where the residents are encouraged to find their own solutions. 
One of the projects realized in Ndogpassi is a pedestrian footbridge realized in association with his neighbors.

(video documentary by Lucie Grisey)



MAKING DOUALA: projects
Kader Attia_Inspiration, conversations
The original work proposed, is a video installation made up of two plasma screens placed side by side in a dark room, representing the profiles of a man and a 
woman. The two characters blow frantically into an empty plastic bottle. An object of everyday life becomes something else with this act: a sculpture, a horn, a trunk, 
an extension of our body, a sex organ.

Pavillion Urbain de Bonanjo (PUB)
à Bonanjo, Douala 

 RAW foundation/ICU art projects/doual’art /Mauro Lugaresi
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r a w : m a t e r i a l 

This will manifest itself in the following way in this 
project:

the building itself is being reused; 
materials salvaged can be re-appropriated; 
the city streets and industrial areas will be 
scavanged for other materials to introduce into the 
pavilion.

Ceci ce manifestera de facon suivante dans ce projet:
Le batiment lui meme est reutilise;
le materiel collecte et recupere pour etre reapproprie;
Les rue de la ville ainsi que les sites industriel seront afin 
d’introduire d’autre materiaux dans le pavillon.

r a w : w a t e r

The climate is one of the harshest on the planet to temper 
using passive techniques.

By using water and vegetation as both static and moving 
cooling elements, and creating much air movement and 
cross ventilation, the ambition is to reduce the need for 
airconditioning as much as possible. The facade and roof 
will be transformed didactly by this water story.

Ce climat est un des plus dur de la planete a temperer en 
utilisant des techniques passives

Par l utilisation commune de l’eau et de la vegetation 
comme elements statiques et mobile de refroidissement 
en creant autant de mouvement d’air et de ventilation 
croisee,l’ambition est de reduire autant que possible 
le besoin d’air conditionne, la facade et le toit seront 
transforme  par cette histoire d’eau.

satisfy an obsession with 
the recycling materials /
satisfaire une obssecion a 
partir de materiaux recycle

temper the hot-humid 
climate / temperer le climat 
chaud et humide:

www.rawprojects.org

Pavillion Urbain de Bonanjo (PUB)
à Bonanjo, Douala 

 RAW foundation/ICU art projects/doual’art /Mauro Lugaresi
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www.rawprojects.org

raw:extras

c’est l’utilisation de site du batiment comme espace public 
temporaire et de podium pour l’instoration d’evenements et 
d’ateliers; endroit de reflexion, d’espace de jeu,dans lequel la 
communaute du batiment,son reseau etendu, peu rechercher, 
discuter et explorer le processus de design/construction

l’ambition de raw:extras etant de mettre en valeur l’experience 
du site du batiment comme plateforme integrale pour ateliers et 
evenement s’y relatant, en tournant autour 

des evenements de construction,des materiaux de construction 
comme ressource du metabolisme urbain,trouver, donner, 
recuperer, et comme l’espace se developpe, les ateliers et 
evenement s’interactent ,reagissent, se repondent,rendant 
ainsi la connaissance, les competences et l’attention a 
l’environnement.

cette implication d’une communaute plus grande dans le 
processus de construction resulte dans un programme multi 
facette de  construction  et de competences creatives en tissant 
ultimement le projet dans la geographie urbaine sociale et 
economique.

raw:extras

raw:extras is the use of the building site as a temporary public 
space and podium where workshops and events occur. It is the 
think-tank, the playspace, in which the building community and 
its extended network, research, discuss and explore the design/
build process.

The ambition of raw:extras is to enhance the experience of the 
building site as an integral platform for workshops and events 
relating to, and spinning from, the construction event - the 
construction materials are sourced from the urban metabolism, 
found, donated,salvaged and as the space develops, the 
workshops and events interact, react, respond, releasing 
knowledge, skills and awareness back into the environment.

This involvement of the greater community in the building 
process results in a multi-faceted building and creative skills 
training programme and ultimately weaves the project into the 
local social and economic urban geography.

MAKING DOUALA: projects
RAW foundation/ICU art projects/doual’art/Mauro 
Lugaresi/Lucas Grandin_Pavillion Urbain de Bonanjo



MAKING DOUALA: presentation 3de dinsdag, Rotterdam



visual report

MAKING DOUALA - Raw Material Company 
Dak’art, Dakar Senegal
May 12th - June 13th

By doual’art, ICU art projects and Lucas Grandin
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www.doualart.org/www.icuartprojects.com

Exposition Itinérante Triennale SUD:

l’espace public de la ville de Douala Cameroun 

MAKING DOUALA - Raw Material Company 
Dak’art, Dakar Senegal
May 12th - June 13th

MAKING DOUALA - Raw Material Company 
Dak’art, Dakar Senegal
May 12th - June 13th



RAW MATERIAL COMPANY is a center for art, knowledge and society established in Dakar since 2008.  It is an art initiative 
unfolding within the realms of exhibition making, commissioning, knowledge sharing, and archiving of theory and criti-
cism. It works to foster appreciation and growth of African artistic and intellectual creativity. The underlying rationale of its 
program is the firm belief in visual arts as a potent tool capable of shifting views, and ignite engagement for art practice as 
a viable path for social and political transformation. The program is transdisciplinary and is equally informed by urbanity, 
literature, film, architecture, politics, fashion, cuisine, and diaspora.

The core of RAW MATERIAL COMPANY is the resource centre, RAWBASE, offering a sustained discursive program through 
artist talks, portfolio review sessions, masterclasses, symposia, lectures, panel and round table discussions and research 
presentations. RAWBASE aims at establishing an extensive library/archive on contemporary art with an emphasis on African 
and Africa related practices. The facility is directed towards a national as well as an international educational and research 
audience.

Additional operational tools are RAW Gallery, a 100 sq m. exhibition space, and RAW Residency, a residential facility for 
artists, curators and writers specializing in photography, video and art in the public space. La Compagnie, a roof top bar/
restaurant, rounds up the concept of an independent space for art practice and critical exchange.

RAW MATERIAL COMPANY is generously supported by its income generating activities, private donors as well as Arts Col-
laboratory and the Danish Arts Council.

Raw Material Company 
Dakar Senegal

A center for art, knowledge and society
4074 bis Sicap Amitié 2
Dakar, Senegal
+221 33 864 0248
info@rawmaterialcompany.org

Tuesday – Saturday from 10 am – 8 pm
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stichting ICU art projects

p/a Talingstraat 5
3082 MG Rotterdam
The Netherlands
+ 31 (0)6 55327403
kamielverschuren@mac.com
www.icuartprojects.com
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